
European libraries : encouraging effective, inclusive and equitable access to quality
Open Educational Resources

Vincent de Lavenne, Laure Delrue-Vandenbulcke, Christine Ollendorff, Cécile Swiatek
– OER 2021 proposal – Webinar presentation

Abstract

This presentation aims to showcase different examples of actions by libraries across Europe

on the subject of Open Education, by inviting several librarians to converse on the

development of Open Education in their respective countries and the growing collaboration

on this subject. From capacity building to national projects, librarians are raising awareness

and encouraging the adoption of open educational resources in their institutions. This

international discussion will allow educators, policymakers and fellow librarians to have an

accurate understanding of the progression of OER and open educational practices in various

European countries. While some challenges for the development of Open Education are met

everywhere around the globe, European countries also face specific issues, and seek to

resolve them through cooperation. By highlighting librarians who are beginning to take action

in the path to openness as well as those who can rely on strong communities and national

networks, the presentation will aim to showcase and increase collaboration on an

international scale.
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Extended Abstract

The French Association of Directors and Management Staff of University Libraries and

Documentation (ADBU), through its working group on Open Education in University

Libraries, proposes an associative action which participates in “building knowledge societies,

more inclusive, resilient and sustainable ”. As an actor in the dissemination of open

knowledge, particularly digital, and in the sharing of knowledge, it strives to establish and

strengthen links between academic knowledge, sources of information, documentary

resources and society. In order to strengthen and facilitate the dialogue between actors in

Open Education (OE) and open educational resources (OERs), this network is willing to

articulate its actions with a large set of institutional and associative partners, at a national

and international level.

This webinar therefore proposes to organize a discussion between actors from different

countries, to highlight actions to encourage the creation, access, adaptation and use of open

educational resources. By inviting professionals from different countries, this session will

attempt to define the role-or roles-that librarians can have in the logic of Open Education :

from raising awareness to content curation and creation of OERs (for example in terms of

informational literacy), libraries aim to encourage the adoption of qualitative, inclusive and

equitable open educational resources. By organizing, in the context of an international event

gathering several professional communities, a discussion between librarians from different

European countries, this discussion is part of a logic of promotion and reinforcement of

international cooperation in the Open Education ecosystem. By defining the role of librarians

in the ecosystem of Open Education, this session aims to create new, interprofessional

partnerships on the road toward knowledge societies.

The webinar will allow participants to understand the contexts in the different countries that

will be represented, to have concrete examples of projects around open educational

resources as well as a feedback on the constitution of professional networks that make it

possible to carry these projects and develop them and encourage the adoption of policies in

favor of OERs. It will also make it possible to present the various cooperation networks that

exist at the European level, which can be a resource for creating common ground for action

around Open Education.


